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SUBJECT: ARAB AMBASSADOR'S REMARKS AFTER MEETING WITH 
SECRETARY 

1 . FOLLOWING ARE REMARKS MADE TO PRESS IN THE DEPARTMENT 
BY LEBANESE AMBASSADOR NAJATI KABBANI ON BEHALF OF HIS 
COLLEAGUES AMBASSADOR ASHRAF GHORBAL OF EGYPT, AMBASSADOR 
SABAH KABBANI OF SYRIA, AND AMBASSADOR ABDULLAH SABAH OF 
JORDAN AFTER A MEETING WITH SECRETARY VANCE MARCH 12 
LASTING ABOUT 50 MINUTES: 
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2. "QUESTION: MR. AMBASSADOR, COULD YOU TELL US - WERE 
YOU PRESENTING A PROTEST, OR WERE YOU ASKING FOR INFORMA- 
TION? 

ANSWER: CERTAINLY NOT A PROTEST. AS YOU KNOW, WE HAD 
ASKED FOR THIS MEETING WITH THE SECRETARY AFTER THE REMARK 
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BY PRESIDENT CARTER WHEN HE WAS RECEIVING MR. RABIN. AND 
WE WERE ESPECIALLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE USE OF THE WORDS 
"DEFENSIBLE BORDERS." WE WERE GLAD TO HEAR BOTH THE SEC- 
RETARY OF STATE AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE WHITE HOUSE SAY 
THERE WAS NO CHANGE IN THE U.S. POSITION. BUT WE MAIN- 
TAINED OUR REQUEST FOR THIS MEETING BECAUSE OF THE PRESS 
CONFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENT, WHICH WE CONSIDER AS AN 

IMPORTANT AND A NEW DEVELOPMENT IN THE EFFORT OF THE NEW 
ADMINISTRATION IN ITS SEARCH FOR PEACE. WE MET TODAY WITH 
THE SECRETARY. OF COURSE WE ASKED FOR SOME EXPLANATION, 
BUT IT WAS A VERY CORDIAL AND VERY USEFUL MEETING. WE WERE 
GLAD TO HEAR SOME OF THE EXPLANATIONS THAT MR. VANCE GAVE 
US ABOUT THE PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT IN HIS PRESS CONFERENCE. 
AND IT WAS NOT ONLY ABOUT THAT. WE KNOW THAT THE ADMINIS- 
TRATION NOW IS MAKING A NEW EFFORT IN SEARCH FOR PEACE. 

SOME OF THE ARAB HEADS OF STATE WILL BE VISITING WASHINGTON 
IN THE NEAR FUTURE, AND WE WANTED TO HAVE AN EXCHANGE OF 
VIEWS WITH THE SECRETARY REGARDING THE VARIOUS ISSUES 
WHICH WILL BE DISCUSSED, AND WE HOPE WE'LL BE HELPING IN 
REACHING A PEACE IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

QUESTION:WAS THERE ANY CLARIFICATION. MR. AMBASSADOR, ON 
WHAT MINOR ADJUSTMENTS IN ISRAELI BORDERS MIGHT BE~ 

ANSWER: WE DID NOT TOUCH ANY DETAIL. WE PREFERRED TO STAY 
WITHIN THE BROAD LINES OF THE SPIRIT AND CONCEPTION OF THE 
NEW APPROACH IN THE SEARCH FOR PEACE. 
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QUESTION: MAY I ASK. MR. AMBASSADOR, IF THE CONCEPT OF 
SECURITY BORDERS AND POLITICAL BORDERS AS PART OF A 
MIDDLE EAST SETTLEMENT WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE? 

ANSWER: WE PREFERRED TO SPEAK ABOUT MUTUAL SECURITY 
ARRANGEMENTS RATHER THAN DEFENSE LINES AND LEGAL BORDERS. 

QUESTION: WOULD YOU THINK THE PRESIDENT'S WORDS HAVE 
HELPED OR HURT IN THIS COMMON SEARCH FOR PEACE? 

ANSWER: THEY CERTAINLY DID NOT HURT. THE MORE A SITUATION 
IS CLEAR. THE BETTER IT CAN BE DEALT WITH. 

QUESTION: DID YOU SEE ANY CHANGE AT ALL, MR. AMBASSADOR, 

IN THE UNITED STATES POSITION ON REACHING AN AGREEMENT? 

ANSWER: NO, THE BASIC U.S. POSITION IS THE 242 RESOLUTION, 

AND NOW ALL THE EFFORTS ARE FOCUSSED ON THE PROCESS OF HOW 
TO PREPARE FOR THE GENEVA CONFERENCE, AND HOW TO MAKE IT 
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A SUCCESSFUL DIALOGUE. 

QUESTION: WAS THAT PART OF YOUR DISCUSSION TODAY WITH 
SECRETARY VANCE? 

ANSWER: IT WAS MORE ON THE PREPARATION OF THE VISITS OF 
THE HEADS OF STATE WHO LATER ON WILL BE COMING. 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH." 

VANCE 
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